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GREETINGS FROM THE MAYOR

City leaders of some 100 years ago are to be acknowledged for
recognizing that recreation and parks are an integral part of the
social fabric of a GREAT CITY. The Winnipeg Women’s Labour
Council and the Winnipeg City Council advocated the establish-
ment of the Parks and Recreation Department in 1893. Their deci-
sion set the stage for the development of the comprehensive parks
and recreation system which is enjoyed by all City of Winnipeg
residents today.

Through the foresight and continuing hard work of volunteers,
elected officials, and employees the City of Winnipeg is acknowl-
edged as a leader in the development of beautiful parks, innovative
facilities and a full complement of recreation programs and ser-
vices.

The Parks and Recreation Department can be proud of its 100
year history of contributing to the quality of life for all
Winnipeggers. I look forward to the department’s ongoing endeav-
ours in maintaining Winnipeg as a healthy and vibrant city.

q.

HER WORSHIP, THE MAYOR OF WINNIPEG,
SUSAN A. THOMPSON







GREETINGS FROM THE PARKS AND
RECREATION DEPARTMENT
GENERAL MANAGER

Indeed, 1993 was a very special year for both the Parks and
Recreation Department and for the citizens of Winnipeg. Our city
is one of the first in Canada to celebrate 100 years of providing
quality recreation programs, facilities and parks.

In commemoration of this special year the department formed
an Anniversary Committee to plan and organize various activities
and events. Through it’'s efforts the department’s history and
development were highlighted and chronicled throughout 1993.

Since its inception, the department has focused its service
delivery on the community. This neighbourhood-based strategy
has enabled every citizen of Winnipeg to reap directly the person-
al, social, environmental and economic benefits that are derived
through the provision of parks and recreation services.

The department’s mission statement reflects it's commitment
to all Winnipeggers, to the satisfaction of their leisure needs and to
the protection of the natural environment. It is through partnership
with community groups and volunteers, that the Parks and
Recreation Department continues to play a vital role in helping citi-
zens lead balanced lives, achieve their full potential and gain life
satisfaction.

This written and pictorial history depicting the department’s
first 100 years captures the contributions it has made to the citizens
of Winnipeg and to the city at large.

Enjoy!

A aliscin

%ﬁ. HRENO

GENERAL MANAGER
PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
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GREETINGS FROM
THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY
COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS

Who could ever imagine that so much could happen over 100
years. No one told us...but we certainly became quick learners. The
department has a rich heritage of providing services and programs
to city residents. This heritage is captured in this written and picto-
rial history of the department,which was written by Catherine
MacDonald. It was co-ordinated by the History & Archives Sub-
Committee, chaired by Carol Walaschuk and Ingi Ingaldson and
with dedicated input by committee members Gunter Schoch, Jim
Sesak and Bob Jones.

You will read with interest, how the department celebrated it's
100th anniversary as the committee’s initiatives are highlighted at
the end of the book. It is appropriate at this time to acknowledge
the hundreds of hours contributed by volunteers who brought the
anniversary celebrations to life through various activities and
events. The initial committee set the framework for the 100th
anniversary celebrations and was comprised of: Doug Ross (Chair),
Shirley Blaikie, Ashley Langridge, Wendy Mackie, Gerald Mirecki,
Ron O’Donovan, Bruce Richards, Gunter Schoch, Gary Solar and
W.J.(Jim) Swail (General Manager).

Early in 1992, an organizing committee was formed to orga-
nize a wide range of activities and events. As co-chairs we were
fortunate to have a dedicated and enthusiastic planning committee
comprised of: Gary Swanson — Program; Claudia Engel Boyce &
Barbara Maughan — Promotions; Phil Hay — Resources; Klaus
Burlakow & Laurelyn Neilson (MPRA rep.) — Education; Carol
Walaschuk & Ingi Ingaldson — Archives/History; Alice Ivanyshyn
& Glenda Kebalo — Chronicle 100; Herb Rowe — CUPE
Representative; and special support from Margaret Barbour, Wally

Remple, Bill Hanna and Glenda Kebalo — our infamous minute-
taker. These individuals and the scores more they recruited to
make the many events happen, did a fabulous job and for that we
thank them wholeheartedly.

We would like also to acknowledge the support of City
Council, the Canadian Union of Public Employees and the
Winnipeg Association of Public Service Officers. In addition we
would like to thank the Province of Manitoba, Department of
Culture, Heritage and Citizenship for the financial assistance it
provided towards this book.

There are many memories and legacies left with the depart-
ment and the citizens of Winnipeg from the year of celebration.
Notable among these are the Winnipeg Parks Rose, the department
logo and this written and pictorial history book. In it readers will
find an accurate and entertaining account of the department’s first
100 years, augmented with hundreds of photographs. The spirit of
the 100th Anniversary Celebrations will carry the department and
the citizens of Winnipeg forward through the next 100 years.

WE ALL LOOK FORWARD WITH ANTICIPATION TO 1994

AND BEYOND!
o P ( ;W
ALD MIRECKI PATTI REGAN
CO-CHAIR CO-CHAIR

100TH ANNIVERSARY ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
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