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The Fish Gallery at 959 Main St. is the former site of the Times Theatre.

THEN: TIVOLI THEATRE, 115 MARYLAND ST.

THE Tivoli Theatre enjoyed a 32-year-run as Wolseley’s neighbour-
hood theatre, welcoming movie-goers to the northeast corner of
Maryland Street and Westminster Avenue from 1927 to 1959.

NOW: FOODFARE

STORE manager Ramsey Zeid knew his place of work used to
house one of the first Safeway stores in Winnipeg. But until an
elderly gentleman popped by a few years ago, he wasn’t aware the
art deco-style building, situated directly across the street from
Westminster United Church, had been a movie theatre prior to that.

“I’d heard about the Safeway connection but didn’t have a clue
what else it had been until this guy — he had to be in his 80s —
came in one day and told me he used to work here as an usher, back
in the ’40s or something,” says Zeid, whose family owns and oper-
ates five Foodfare locations in Winnipeg.

Zeid says he’s spent “a bit,” of time snooping around the premis-
es, searching for clues related to the Tivoli’s past. For starters, he’s
peeked at the theatre’s original ceiling, hidden from view by the
store’s drop-ceiling tiles. Second, if you’re standing behind the wall
at the rear of the store and look up, you can make out a raised seat-
ing area that looks like it could have been part of a balcony, he says.

“One thing I haven’t figured out yet is how to correctly pro-
nounce the theatre’s name,” he says with a chuckle. “I’ve heard
some people call it the Tie-vole-ee while others say Tiv-o-lee. I’m
still not sure which one’s right.”
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Part of the plaster moulding that decorated the old Tivoli Theatre can be
seen in the space above the ceiling of Foodfare on Maryland Street.
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The Foodfare used to be one of the first Safeway stores in Winnipeg.

THEN: TIMES THEATRE, 959 MAIN ST.
THE Times Theatre, near the corner of Main Street and
Selkirk Avenue, opened as the Royal Theatre in 1908. It was
reborn as Von’s Theatre in 1923 then changed monikers again
in 1937, to the Times. It remained the Times until its closure in
1957.

NOW: FISH GALLERY
YEW Wing Lam is the owner of the Fish Gallery, a tropical fish
and pet-supply store that opened at 959 Main St. in 2003, two
doors down from Connie’s Corner Cafe.

“I’m sorry but I don’t really know the history of the build-
ing,” Lam says when approached while he is busily checking
water temperatures in his aquariums. “But I’m pretty sure this
was a carpet store before I got here and I bet if you get in touch
with them, they’ll be able to tell you a lot more than I can.”

Good idea.
“For sure, I have lots of stories about the old theatre days,”

says Dane Kastes, whose father Paul Kastes founded Floors
Moderne at 959 Main St. in 1961, along with his partner Sam
Kreger. “I’m 64 and started working at the store when I was
15, back when a lot of Polish and Ukrainian gentlemen used to
stop by to tell me what movies they saw there when it was the
Times.”

Although Kastes never took in a flick at the Times himself,
his father did, which is why he knows precisely how audience
members spent their time during the break between Saturday
matinees.

“Apparently during intermission, the owners would run tour-
naments on the stage for the local kids. Sometimes it was a yo-
yo competition, while other times it involved those paddleball
things, with the flat wooden paddle and a ball attached to it by
an elastic band,” Kastes says. “Whoever could keep their ball
bouncing the longest while the projectionist was busy changing
the reel won a free hotdog or bag of popcorn.”

THEN: CONVENTION CENTRE CINEMA,
375 YORK AVE.

TWELVE months after the Winnipeg Convention Centre cele-
brated its grand opening, a movie theatre opened for business
on the second level of the downtown meeting and convention
facility. While Cineplex Odeon abandoned the 586-seat venue in
1990, it eventually reopened as an independently-run discount
theatre, before it closed for good in 1996.

NOW: RBC CONVENTION CENTRE
PRESENTATION THEATRE
THE first movie ever screened at the Convention Centre Cin-
ema was Midway, a Second World War epic starring Charlton
Heston, Henry Fonda, Robert Mitchum and Pat Morita. We
know this because a quick-thinking employee working at the
Convention Centre on June 18, 1975, took a few seconds to snip
a “starts today” blurb out of the Free Press, which he or she
Scotch-taped into a scrapbook for posterity’s sake.

“Since you first contacted us, asking about the theatre, it
made me curious. Now I’m trying to find pictures of what
the entrance or box office area would have looked like, and
what other movies played here,” says Karen Ilchena, the RBC
Convention Centre’s communications specialist. (Hey, we can
help you out; this writer is 100 per cent sure he saw Kiss of the
Spider Woman, Lorenzo’s Oil and — “What’s your real name,
Baby?” — Dirty Dancing at the Convention Centre Cinema.)

These days, the room, which looks almost exactly the same
as it did when it became one of the first theatres in Winnipeg to
feature Sensurround audio, is used primarily as a lecture hall.
Besides the projection booth still being intact, David Chizda,
the convention centre’s director of sales and business develop-
ment, is fairly certain the wall-to-wall screen is original, as
well.

“I can’t say we hear a lot of people reminiscing about what
movies they saw here but that’s probably because so many of
our visitors are from out of town,” he says. “But I definitely
came to movies at the convention centre myself. After all, when
it first opened, it was quite the place to go. Even if it was minus-
30 outside, you could park downstairs, take the elevator up and
go for dinner at the Shangri-La or Countess of Dufferin, both of
which used to be right down the hall from the theatre. It really
was the perfect date setting back then.”
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The first movie to play at the cinema was Midway.
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The old Convention Centre Cinema is primarily used as a lecture hall today.
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Times Theatre listing from 1941.
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