An e architecthincharge  of  the
multi-milbon dollar Heliday  Square
project in downtown Winnipeg, Rudy
Friesen is excited Dy the venlore and
beboves it is what Winnipeg needs.
“The project s an exciling one and
one which will change the face of down-
leraer Winnpeg. |censider it a challenge.

“large projects of this kind are like
jigsaw puzzles — hundreds  of Gl
icrent pieces all o which hawve 10 make
up o whole, My job is 1o make sure
the ripht pieces po into the right places
ab the right time.™

Recently, Mr. Friesen, 19 years of
age, was made a pariner of the Libling
Michener Architectural Group, Tormerly
Libling Michener and Associates. This
architeciural  group was  Tormed W
provide clients with the personal ser-
vices nf a principal experienced 0
housing, commercial, indusiral  and
health buailding projects.

Construclion has already starled on
the 411-raam Y10 million Holiday
Hatel, the tirst physical implementation
of Metre™s moch discussed Downtown
Nevelopment Plan, Also included are
dpar bimen| Llocks, office towers, under-
pround parking, and a Japanese garden.
The entire complex will be finked 1o
the proposed conventon canlre,

Br. Fricsen, g nalive of Manitaba,
bhelieves that loday 1he architect can
no longer design buildings which are
purely  functional, “Nnt only  should
the plumbing work and the root not
leas; a bwldimg, av an instrument of
social conlact, must he designed Tirst
fror the people that will ase Q"

The %32 mullian Thompson Shopping
Centre, one of several progects that
mr, Friszen s involved with m the
rarkh, was recently pgencd, s irdaoor
mall includes a 1own square, complele
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wilh fountain, which is used hy the
people of Thompson for public meet-
ings and community aclivities.

In addition to working in the north,
Mr. Friesen b5 engaged in important
projects o more southerly climes —
far instance, he s involved in the
development of a 960-acre property in
Curacao, The MNetherlands  Antilles,
This Caribbran project is sl in the
development <tapes and ewventually it
will e o complex of hotels, holiday
villas, condominiums, and possibly a
goli course.

Hovwe dicd b tirst Becomes inleres b
inarchitecture? At school | was
strongest in arl and  mathematics. |
could therefore never quite decide
whelher to go inlo fine aris or engineer-
ing. Eventually, | decided 1o compromise
ard  chose  anchideclore, a  mislure
of the two” He artended the Men-
nonite Collegiate Institute al Creina,
and in 1905 pradoated from the Ln-
versily of Manitoba,

After a year ot local employment,
he  decided to go o Europe: “in
Stultgart, West  Germany, | wnorked
under Karl Ellsmer, & prominent Ger-
man architect. | was involved  in
many school and residential projects,
as well a5 some architectural competi-
iams, My wife, rene and 1 also travelled
extensivielv throuphout burope. 1 leel
naw that this experience of working,
living, and travelling in turope was
muoch  mere educational than any
further formal edocation could  ever
have heen. The experience was in-
valuable,”

Soon aftter his return o Winnipeg,
m 197 he joined the Libling Michener
amup, His career sucoess o date has
Beer rapmd, He was asked how he
viewed the rale of the modern architect:

Rudy Friesen:
Designing for
the people

“The archilects roele o society s
changing, ko longer is he the old Master
Builder., Today he is part of a team.
His job is o ensure that this 1eam
works in unison and comes up with an
end-product that all can ha proud of "

Hie believes the maodern architect
has a responsibility o sociely, o see
that visual pollution is aveided in our
man-made environment,  “Yisual |:|n|-
lution 2 another lorm ot pollution,
just @y serious as sound and arr pol
lution.”

In 1989, Mr, Friesen was a CAMHC na-
tional home design compelition winner.
He is a memiser of the Boyal Architec-
teral Institute of Canada, and was a
mermber of the ormer commitiee on
church architeciure of the Conference of
dennonites of Canada.

He has sirong, views on  church
architecione and is critical of some of
the maore traditonal styles of church
building, particularly those neo-Golhic
ones with large towers derived from
moedieval fortresses — “This style direct-
Iy contradicts the Mennonite beliel in
non-resisfance,.”

He thinks The church Building should
express what the congregation believes:
“How can beliefs be strong if we are
atraid 1o express them in our huildings?
Anoa brotherhood of  beliovers,  we
should be grouped around the pu1pil
and our church buildings should express
our caommunal Tellowship in their forms,
The tormal reflecoon of (s man- o-
man tellnwship concept should bhe a
single space, easy (o comprehend,
with no mystbcism about oL Too many
tennonite churches have a long and
caremanmial worshipping space and this
is not conducive 1o A participatorny
foorm of wiorship,” mm
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