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The division says Allard School, currently home of the police academy, is in an ideal location to house francophone students.

Academy
Continued from page A1

He has never heard of any school
division expropriating a school
before.

But Goluch said: "Public school
usage is a priority for a public
school."

Bradet said the Division Scolaire
Franco-Manitobaine has legal advice
that it can expropriate Allard, since
St. James-Assiniboia is not using it
as a school.

"We've already indicated our need
for more appropriate facilities,"
Bradet said.

Coun. Jenny Gerbasi, chairwoman
of the community and protective ser-
vices committee, said yesterday she
and Ewatski have been scrambling
since first learning of the takeover
plans from the Free Press.

"This is taking me by surprise,"
Gerbasi said from a justice confer-
ence in Kitchener. "The chief and I
have been taken by surprise.

"The police chief and I just heard
about this. That can have big impli-
cations for us. We're looking into the
details."

A spokesman for Education Min-
ister Peter Bjornson said yesterday
the minister "is willing to meet with
the parties in order to work at resolv-
ing the issue."

Police spokesman Const. Bob John-
son said police use the academy year-
round, with several recruit classes
overlapping at various stages of their
10-month training program. Veteran

officers take courses throughout the
year, and the building houses a large
police museum.

"This has blindsided us," Johnson
said.

"There's been some long-term
plans that have gone into that build-
ing," said Johnson, who emphasized
police could not easily pick up and
move without disrupting training.

Johnson said Ewatski would not be
commenting yesterday. "At this
point, he's as dumb-
founded as anyone else.
He's surprised at the
tack that was taken,"
Johnson said.

Earlier this fall, St.
James-Assiniboia told
Division Scolaire Fran-
co-Manitobaine it is not
interested in selling or
leasing the school, which
is just south of Portage
Avenue and a few blocks
east of the Perimeter Highway in the
Westwood neighbourhood.

A surprised Bruce Alexander,
chairman of the St. James-Assiniboia
school board, yesterday called the
Division Scolaire Franco-Manito-
baine's tactic heavy-handed and
unprecedented.

"We had a letter from them in the
fall, indicating an interest in Allard,"
he said. "Our position was we needed
some reserve capacity in the West-
wood area, in case there was a
change in enrolment. Elementary
schools are the hardest to forecast
— we want to be prudent."

Goluch said yesterday his agency

'Public school
usage is a

priority for a
public school'

— Bob Goluch,
executive director of the
Public Schools Finance

Board

approved a five-year renewal of the
police academy lease, with a one-
year termination clause. It's up to St.
James-Assiniboia whether to sign the
lease, he said.

"Our intent would be that we
would sign the renewal," Alexander
said. "We would certainly be talking
about it on Tuesday evening" behind
closed doors at the next school board
meeting.

He cautioned that expropriation
can be a long process, fol-
lowed by appeals and ulti-
mately a potential hearing
before the land values
appraisal commission to
set a price with "all
expenses falling upon the
taxpayer."

Goluch said that if and
when the Division Sco-
laire Franco-Manitobaine
gets an expropriation
order, that would be the

point at which the one-year notice to
vacate Allard School would take
effect.

"They (Division Scolaire Franco-
Manitobaine) let us know some time
back of their intention to expropri-
ate a school in St. James-Assiniboia
School Division for purposes of a
French-language school," Goluch
said.

The Division Scolaire Franco-Man-
itobaine leases a small space in
Stevenson-Britannia School in east
St. James — Ecole Romeo Dallaire
— but that has more than 40 kids and
is outgrowing the space.

The francophone division has six

other schools in Winnipeg, all east of
the Red River. Its nearest schools
west of the city are at least an hour
away, southwest in St. Claude and
northwest in St. Laurent.

There are francophone families at
the city's military bases, and fran-
cophone families west of the Perime-
ter, he said.

"The opportunities are certainly
there. It's in high growth right now,"
Bradet said.

"How soon would we want it?
That's a very difficult one to assess
— it's getting very tight" at Romeo
Dallaire, he said.

Division Scolaire Franco-Manito-
baine school trustees have not dis-
cussed whether they could share
Allard with the police academy,
Bradet said.

Bradet said the francophone divi-
sion has ruled out other vacant
schools in St. James-Assiniboia
because they are either leased out to
independent schools or are otherwise
not suitable.

"Geographically, Allard is cer-
tainly an ideal educational location,"
he said, close to the Perimeter, Trans-
Canada Highway and Chaiieswood
Bridge.

Bradet said the Division Scolaire
Franco-Manitobaine school board
would pass third reading before
Christmas, then file an expropriation
notice with the land titles office. He
expected St. James-Assiniboia would
be served with the expropriation
notice early in January.

0 nick.martin@freepress.mb.ca

New suburb
Continued from page A1

'We've found
people are
really
committed to
their own
communities'
— Jacquie
East-Ming, the
city's expert on
Plan Winnipeg

The Transcona leg of the long-planned rapid
transit system is tentatively slated to run past
the development's south side, roughly along
Regent Avenue.

The joint venture, to be worked out in the next
six months, will lay out which party pays for
sewer and water servicing, site drainage and
other costs. It will also establish how profits are
divided and when.

The joint venture also gives the city more of a
say in what kind of development will sprout up,
said Transcona Coun. Russ Wyatt, a proponent
of the plan.

Construction could begin on the first phase
next fall on a separate, small patch of land where
Rougeau Avenue meets Regent. The land is
vacant, used only as a resting place for geese on
their migration south.

The cash from homes built and sold on that
property would provide startup money for the
bigger development north of Regent.

Wyatt said the Transcona development will
rival Waverley West — a 13,000-house subdivi-
sion planned for 3,000 acres of land in the south-
western corner of the city.

That project could begin in 2004 and last for
50 years, but the land is designated "rural," so
an amendment to the city's long-term plan must
first become law.

Wyatt said the Transcona
project makes better sense
since it's infill housing on
land long meant for residen-
tial development that's
already surrounded by
homes, stores and roads.

Elizabeth Fleming of the
Provincial Council of Women,
an agency critical of the
Waverley West project, said
she would rather see new
homes built on land already
slated for neighbourhood
development, including the west Transcona lands.

But she also said her group wants any govern-
ment entering into a development deal to make
the terms public, especially the financial terms.

The city is trying to encourage developers to
invest in downtown condos and apartments, or
to build on vacant lots in the core, but Wyatt said
not everyone is cut out for a downtown loft.

"You have to give people an option, and the
market is so hot right now," he said. "I'd far
rather give .the city the added tax base instead of
seeing East St. Paul's tax base grow."

Coun. Dan Vandal, who chairs city council's
property and development committee, agreed,
saying the Transcona development bolsters an
established neighbourhood.

"I like to see it as another opportunity to live
inside the Perimeter," said Vandal.

One hitch could be traffic congestion in
Transcona, where north-south routes such as
Plessis Road and east-west routes into the neigh-
bourhood, such as Regent, are already clogged.

While the terms of the joint venture are being
worked out, the city has a year to come up with
a long-term plan for the area that will cover traf-
fic needs and lay out basic guidelines governing
the location of houses, businesses, parks and
schools.

There will be public meetings on the long-term
plan next spring or early summer, said Wyatt.

Jacquie East-Ming, the city's expert on Plan
Winnipeg, its long-range development plan, said
the Transcona development won't steal residents
from other parts of town, such as the core or
Waverley West.

"We've found people are really committed to
their own communities," said East-Ming. "If you
are from Fort Garry, you stay in Fort Garry. Peo-
ple don't cross the rivers much."

So, for people loyal to Transcona or North Kil-
donan, new development is only possible in west
Transcona and on some leftover land at Canter-
bury Park on Transcona's far east side.

D maryagnes.welch@freepress.mb.ca <

GETTING ENGAGED?
GETTING MARRIED?

NEW STYLES IN NOW
DIAMOND RINGS & WEDDING BANDS

6 Mo. No Payments No Interest
Celia's Jewellery

1940SBORNE

POINSETTIA
HEAVEN
We've grown a
spectacular crop of
quality poinsettias
in all the new
fashion colours,
unique shapes and,
sizes. Our most
popular size is
the 6.5" pot
festively decorated
for only
$17.99!

GIFTS FOR
GARDENERS
Our garden store is
stocked just like
spring! Choose a
special gift for any
gardener on your
list!

FOREST-FRESH
CHRISTMAS
TREES
Experience Ihe sighl and scent
of hundreds of fresh
Christmas trees in our unique
indoor forest. Choose your
iree from hundreds on display
in civilized comfort! 12
varieties to select from!
PRICES BETTER THAN
COLD OUTDOOR TREE
LOTS!

You'll love our
2003 Christmas
Store!
Our new gift boutique is receiving rave

reviews - carefully chosen giftware from
around the world, priced for every budget.

Experience Winnipeg's most dazzling selection of
ornaments, decorations, greenery and more!

GIFT CERTIFICATES
The gardeners on your list will cherish
a Shelmerdine Gift Certificate.

COME ENJOY OUR 2003
CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSES!
This Srtvnltiy 9-5 TWs Sunday 11-5
FAMILY ORAPT CORNER EAT, WINK AND
¥otfi donation to CancwCaw Sg IVIIRRY ». ON US!
Manitoba, your kids can nwfce really We'll q»at ypw to CQMPLIMENTA HY
neat crafts m our creative, supervised Spj?e fjrir$% coffee an4 baking. Enjoy
craft cower. Over $27,00Q raised! jjye fljjosels £ Victorian carollers.

Nurseries & Garden Center Ltd.

895-7203

LARGEST
AUCTION" UNRESERVED

BLOWOUT SALE OP 2003
SAT. DEC, 13™ 10AM

MOST SAFETY CERTIFIED • 40 UNRESERVED GOV'T
VEHICLES- 01 Taurus SE S/W 126K, 01 Windstar LX 7P
127K, 99 Ram 1500 E/C 4x4, 99 Ram 1500 E/C LB, 98
Ram 1500 E/C SB, 97 Voyager 5P. 2-96 Voyager 7P 195K,
2-95 F150 P/U, 96 Ram 2500 3/4 Ton, 2-96 Ram 1500 E/C
SB 2WD, 4-96 F150 1/2 Ton, 95 GMC Rally Van 5P 228K,
95 GMC Rally Van 5P 131K, 95 Safari SIX 5P, 95 F150
E/C SB 4x4,95 GMC 1500 E/C SB 192K, 3-95 P150XL Pa)
171-201 K, 94 B250 Full Size 179K, 94 Voyager 5P161K, 6-
94 F150XL P/U 183-220K, 94 Cavalier 4 Dr 138K, 93
Suburban 214K, 93 Caravan 5P 161K, 93 Chevy C10
1/2Ton, 92 Chevy G20 Cargo 118K, 92 Chevy C101/wTon,
90 D150 P/U FROM TRANSCANADA PIPELINES- 99
GMC 1500 XDCB 4x4 SB ALSO SELLING
UNRESERVED- 00 Neon 4 DR 186K Saftied, 94 Taurus
4Dr, 93 Concorde 189K, Saftisd, 93 Bretta 2Dr Sallied, 93
Coll, 2Dr Saftied, 93 Escort S/W 151K Saftied, 93 Regal
2Dr, 93 Tempo 4Dr, 92 Dakota E/C 4x4 V8,92 Taurus S/W,
92 Cavalier S/W 151 K, 92 Spirit, 92 Safari Van, 91 Grand
Prix SE 2Dr Saftied, 90 Astro AWD, 90 Taurus S/W, 90
Mazda MPV, 90 Town Car 3Dr, 90 Ford T-Bird 2Dr, 89
Chrysler 5th Ave, 88 Cadillac Brougham, 88 Ranger S/C
5SPD 112K Saftied, 87 Honda Civic, 87 Caravan Propane
& Gas, 87 Bonniaville 4Dr, 66 Ford Fuel Tanker, 89
Coachman 34 ft. class A molorhome - mint, and lots more
to come...
9 AM SHARP Selling Storage room items, office
furniture, wheelchairs & lots more ... full list in Classified
under auctions.

MORE VEHICLES MOST SAFETY CERTIFIED
CARS- 2001 Chevy Impala 4Dr, 2000 Chevy Cavalier 3Dr,
2000 Chevy Impala 4Dr, 2000 Ford F150XL S/C 4x4,1997
Ford Escort S/W, 1996 Saturn S/VYgn, 1996 Geo Metro
2Dr148K, 1995 Mazda Precidia MX3 2Dr, 1995 Dodge
Neon 4Dr 89K, 1995 Ford Escort GT 2Dr, 1994 Honda
Civic SI 2Dr, 1994 Ford Taurus 4Dr, 1993 Dodge Colt 2Dr,
1993 Po9ntiac Sunbird 4Dr, 1992 Toyota Tercel 4Dr, 1992
Pontiac Grand Am 4Dr 114K, 1991 Dodge Shadow 4Dr,
1990 Dodge Colt 2Dr, 1989 Plymouth Acclaim 173K
TRUCKS- 2001 QMC QDCB 4x4 173K, 2000 GMC 3500
E/C 4x4 Dually, 2000 GMC Quad Cab 4x4179K, 2000 Ford
Windstar LX 121K, 2000 Dodge 1500 4x4, 1999 GMC
Sierra 1500 123K, 1999ford Explorer XLT 4x4 2Dr, 1999
Ford F150 XL 4x4 157K, 1998 F250 SD S/C 4x4, 1997
GMC 1500 E/C 2WD, 1997 Ford F150 XLT 4x4 149K, 1995
Chevy 3500 4x4 6.5 Turbo Diesel Reg, Cab Dually, 1993
Chevy Silverado 4x4 6.2 DSL, 1993 GMC SLE E/C 4x4
178K, 1992 Chevy 1500 Ext Cab, 1992 Dodge Dakota E/C 4x4
VB, 1992 Fwd Ranger XLT 4x4,1988 Ford Ranger S/C 2WD
VANS-1989 Dodge Caravan, 1992 GMC Safari Van, 1990
Plymouth Gr. Voyager SE, 1999 Dodge Caravan, 1996 Ford
Windstar GL 157K, 1997 Chevy Astro AWD 138K, 1990
Mazda MPV Van FORK LIFT - Hyster N30 CA Indoor. Runs
& Drives Great, w/ Charger.
HWY. 5910 MIN. SOUTH OF THE CON. HINT (NEAR ILE DES CHENES)
878-2415 www.mordyckauctions.ca
* OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

SIGNS Inc.
OUR CHRISTMAS
SALE IS ON NOW!:

*****"»—, &f'^8%$$83*^
Great stocking stutters (or ttiafspitWsomeone on

your list. Many different designs to choose from.
Check us out at www.boxersigns.com lor our pricing ,

or call now at 1-866-8BOXERS or 1204) 654-9397

* Candles
^Sculptures
* Paperweights
* Lamps

Frames*
Glass Art*
Pictures*

Vases*
Stuffers'*

Corey Design
329 Cumberland 942-1630

Special Santa Auction
'• OPEN GOVERNMENT/PUBLIC UEHiqLj 3

EQUIPMENT AUCTION
Thursday December 18th, 2:30 PM • 4:30 PM,

Registration 1:00 PM
Pre-reglstration Wednesday.December 17th,

3-6 PM
Be our Guest! Sale End Gift Giveaways

150 UNITS TO Bt AUCTIONED FEATURING
50 VEHICLES FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
OF CANADA, 5 MTS CUBE VANS, & MISC. SHOP

EQUIPMENT, 1987 INTERNATIONAL TREE
TRIMMER/CHIPPER, 1997 NEW HOLLAND SKID

STEER, AND MUCH, MUCH MORE
$300 deposit required to bid. Full payment
must be in certified funds. Interac available. All
purchases must be removed no later than 1
PM December 19th, 2Q03. Children under the
age of sixteen are not allowed in the auction
ring/hall.
Uncomlnp Auction Dales: January 22n<t, 20041

AOESA Auctions Winnipeg,
Hwy 7 North, only 2 kilometers north ol the Perimeter Hijhway

Phone (204) 697-4400 Fax (204) 633-8263
Wabsita wvra. Adesa.ca

UlfcKAR
CHEVRDLET-CDdsmoblte

"Whtn Cuitornen Send Thtlr Frtemlt"

964 RegentAve. West 661-8391,,
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